PREFACE

Ah, the Truth!


The truth? Oh my, “What is truth?” At least that is what Pilate wanted to know. Everybody loves the truth; right? We don’t like to be lied to. “The truth will make you free.” Well if you prefer those modern versions it probably says “The truth will set you free.” Personally I would prefer to be made free; it has more of an enduring quality. If I am only set free I might get incarcerated again. The truth has an enduring quality to it; someone has said, “The truth will stand when the world is on fire.” “All liars (and I trust their lies with them) shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone.” “But the word of our God (I trust that is the truth) shall stand for ever.”


Well if the truth is so precious why do we have so much trouble with it? Why is it so elusive? Why do we have so many versions of it? Perhaps the truth, while perceived as precious, as desirable, is really a very troubling thing. Often the truth divides. Jesus said He is the truth. He said He had not come to send peace on earth, but a sword; that he would set a son at variance with his father; the daughter against her mother. Thus truth, it seems, is a divider.


Again, why do we have so much trouble with truth? Well first of all the truth has ramifications; it bestows responsibility on us. Then we have trouble with truth when it varies from how we were reared; we may have trouble accepting that our parents were wrong. Also we climb out on limbs, we make statements, we write books and articles and we are not eager to eat crow. Immanuel Velikovsky, a medical doctor, wrote a book published in 1950 entitled Worlds In Collision which crossed the lines of many disciplines; history, biology, astronomy, mythology, geology, theology, to name a few. His work challenged the concept of an immutable universe, Darwin’s theory of evolution, rewrote much history and challenged much that the scientific community held sacred.  In the book section of the December 1975 Reader’s Digest Velikovsky’s book was revisited. The author, Fred Warshofsky, tells there that Velikovsky had taken his manuscript to Harlow Shapley an astronomer and director of the Harvard College Observatory and asked him to review it and perform certain experiments. Shapley, a busy man, declined, but said if Velikovsky could get a reputable scholar known to him to review it and recommend it to him, he would do so. Velikovsky did so, and when the work was recommended to him Shapley replied, “If Dr. Velikovsky is right, the rest of us are crazy.” 

And the truth may even have financial ramifications. But perhaps, most important of all, we are social beings; we like to be accepted, to be liked and have friends. But if we accept the truth, we may find that it builds a wall between us and those we hold most dear. Sadly, the truth, all too often, just gets lost in the shuffle.


Without doubt the greatest disappointment I have met with in life is to discover, after several decades on this globe, that the truth is just not very popular. In short, this world is plainly no friend to truth. That is so sad there are just no words to express it. Someone has said,

No matter how dim the light,

 Men who want to see it can see.

 No matter how bright the light,

 Men who do not want to see it

 Will never see.


When I was thirty-two years old I made shipwreck of life; I was lost and I knew it. What saved me? Somewhere inside of me had been planted a deep-seated belief in truth. Trouble was I didn’t know what the truth was, but I believed that if I could find it I would be all right. Thus I went looking for it and found it in Jesus, the Christ, and I was no longer lost.


The truth is the best friend you will ever have. Knowing this, I send this small effort your way, hoping you will review it with an open mind and a soul hungry for truth: the only thing that will ever satisfy that hunger. I do not expect that any will swallow everything I write wholesale, but I do hope for your sake, for truth’s sake, that you will give it honest consideration. If you find I am wrong about any of this, and you can demonstrate that, I trust I will be honest and humble enough to receive your correction.
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